WHAT TS CLAIMED IS: 
\ 



( 



\ 

An mfonnation processing system comprising: 
a first information processing apparatus^comprising 



^group information management meansj for managing 
information relatecn to one or more groups each of which is 
formed of a plurality of shops; and 

^accounting information storage means) for storing 
the accounting information of a service which all shops 
included in the one or more groups can offer, and 
f a second informatio\ process: 
^accounting information maftagery : means^foi setting m 
changing the accounting infor: 



said accounting information \s torage /means 



Lation^f the 



rvice stored in 



2 . An information proces^ii)4 system according to Claim 
1, wherein said group information management means manages a 
combination of shops which can o^fer a certain service among 
the plurality of shops^ 



3. An information processing sVstem according to Claim 
1, wherein said group information management means manages 
at least one of (€he ID information of ^ach group,) (the name 
of each group,; 'administrator of eacA group^ <tfhe password 

of the administrator of* each group 7 <he Iy information of 
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all shops included in each group, the names of all the shops 
included in each group, the administrators of all the shops 
included in each group, and the password of the 
administrator of each^shop. 



4. An information \processing system according to Claim 
3, wherein said group information management means registers, 
corrects, and deletes information related to" the group. } 



ill 



5. An information processing system according to Claim 
4, wherein said group information management means allows 



only the administrator of the \imf orm 
to manage the information relaned to 



^tion processing system 
grolop . 



6. An information processii^g^ystem according to Claim 
1, wherein said first information \processing apparatus 
reports the processing performed b^t the use of said group 
information management means to the \administrators of a 
group and a shop related to the processing. 



7. An information processing system according to Claim 
1, wherein said accounting information management means sets 
or changes the accounting information of a service which 
each group can offer and the accounting information of one 
or more products constituting the service. 
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8. An information processing system according to Claim 
1, wherein said accounting information management means can 
set accounting information unique to a shop for a service 
which each group can offer . 
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9. An information processing system according to Claim 
8, wherein said accounting information management means 
gives priority to the accounting information of a service 
uniquely specified for a ceVtain shop over the accounting 
information of a service whi^K^a^g^oup including the shop 
can offer. 

10. An information prode^sii/g system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said accountVn^/ information management 
means corrects and deletes the accounting information of the 
service and registers the accounting information of a 
service which the group newly offea 



11. An information processing system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said accounting information management 
means allows the administrator of a cerMn group who 
manages the accounting information of a sWvice which the 
group can offer or the administrator of a certain shop 
included in the group who manages the accounting information 



of a service which the shop can offer to set or change the 



\ 



accounting information of the service. 



12. An information processing system according to 
Claim 11, wherein the shop administrator can set accounting 
information unique t\D the shop for a service which a certain 
group can offer, within a range allowed by the group 
administrator . 



13. An information^ processiRg^system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said seaond information processing 
apparatus reports the setting /and \:hange made by the group 




included in the 



administrator to the administ:: 
group which the group administ 



14. Ari information processing system according to 
! Claim 12,,'' wherein said second ^nf ormation processing 
^apparatus reports the setting and change made by the shop 
administrator to the administrator of a group to which the 
shop which the shop administrator manages belongs. 



15. An information processing system according to 
Claim 1, wherein the accounting information of the service 
is formed of a basic charge and an amount charge. 



\ 
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16. An information processing system according to 
Claim 1, whereir^the accounting information of the service 
varies according to a period or an amount to be processed. 



17. An information processing system according to 
Claim 1, wherein a shop included in the group can offer a 
service other than the service which all shops included in 
the group can offer. \ 

18. An information brocessirn^system according to 
Claim 1, wherein the servibe Vs formed of one or more 
products. \ [ ^ 

19. An information processing system according to 
Claim 1, wherein the service miakes one or more prints of a 
certain image. \ 

20. An information processing system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said information processing system includes 
a local area network or the Internet. 

21. An information processing system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said first information^ processing apparatus 
further comprises service processing means for receiving an 
order of the service and processing the seSrvice. 




22. An information processing apparatus compulsing: 
- group information management means ")f or managing 

information related to one or more groups each/of which is 
formed of a plurality of shops; and 

f accounting information storage means^\^6r storing the 
accounting information of a service whicl/ all shops included 
in the one or more groups can offer, 

23. An information processing/ apparatus comprising; 
^/accounting information management means^for setting or 

changing the accounting information aPT service which all 
shops included in a certain g/oup/c^jar-of f er ; and 




^control means^for contybllifi^ such that the accounting 
information of the serviced set "or changed by the use of 
said accounting inf ormatyion management means is stored in an 
external unit . 

24. An inf oration processing method comprising the 
steps of: 

managing ir/f ormation related to one or more groups each 
of which is fc/rmed of a plurality of shops; 

storing/ the accounting information of a service which 
all shops /included in the one or more groups can offer; and 

setting or changing the accounting information of the 
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service which all the shops included in the one or irpre 
groups can offer. 



y 



25. A computer readable memory storing a program, the 
program comprising the steps of: 

managing information related to one or/more groups each 
of which is formed of a plurality of shop^ 

storing the accounting information/of a service which 
all shops included in the one or more/ groups can offer; and 

setting or changing the accounting information of the 
service which all the shops included in jthe one or more 
groups can offer. 




26. An information processing system' comprising: 
a first information processing apparatus comprising an 
order-issue means for ordering a certain service; and 

a second information processing apparatus comprising: 
accounting information storage means for storing 
the accounting information of a service which all shops 
included in one or more groups each of which is formed of a 
plurality of sh/ps can offer; and 

charge calculation means for calculating the charge 
for a certain service ordered by said order-issue means, 
according ILo the accounting information stored in said 
accountir/g information storage means. 



27. An information processing system according to 
Claim 26, wherein said order-issue means orderjs the certain 
service from a certain shop included in the c/ne or more 
groups . / 

28. An information processing system according to 
Claim 26, wherein said second inf ormati/on processing 
apparatus reports the calculation resnlt of said charge 
calculation means to said first information processing 
apparatus or a shop specified by said^rder-issue means. 



29. An information processing system according to 
Claim 26, wherein the certain yservice is formed of one or 
more products. / 

30. An information processing system according to 
Claim 26, wherein said cttarge calculation means calculates 
the charge for the certain service according to the 
accounting information/ of one or more products constituting 
the certain service. / 




31. An inf ormation processing system according to 
Claim 26, wherein the accounting information of the certain 
service is formed of a basic charge and an amount charge. 



32. An information processing system according to 
Claim 2 6, wherein the accounting information of /the certain 
service varies according to a period or an amcmnt to be 
processed. / 

33. An information processing system according to 
Claim 26, wherein the certain service m/kes at least one or 
more prints of a certain image. / ^ — 



34. An information processing system according to 
Claim 26, wherein said first information processing 
apparatus is connected to said second information processing 
apparatus via a local area network or the Internet. 

35. An information processing apparatus comprising: 
accounting informatic/n storage means for storing the 

accounting information c/f a service which a shop included in 
one or more groups each of which is formed of a plurality of 
shops can offer; and/ 

charge calculation means for calculating the charge for 
a certain service/ according to the accounting information 
stored in said accounting information storage means. 




36. An information processing method comprising the 



- 83 - 



Q 

y 
pj 
.p 

ill 

\A 
si 

P 

ST* 
is ;: 



steps of: t . 

storing the accounting information of a service whxch 

all shops induce in one or more groups each of which is 
formed of a plurality of shops can offer; and 

calculating the charge for a certain service according 
to the stored accounting information. 

37 . A computer readable memory stori/g a program, the 

program comprising the steps of: 

r- . ■ ^ /^f a service whicn 
storing the accounting inf ormatxon/of a 

^■^^nAc; pach of which is 
all shops included in one or more groups 

formed of a plurality of shops can o/fer; and 

ovulating the charge for a c/rtain^ice according 
to the stored accounting inf ormati/on . 

38 An information proces/ing system comprising: 
. first information proc/ssing apparatus comprising: 
accounting informa/ion storage means for storing 

^ . ^/ nf a service which a shop 
the accounting inf ormation/ of a serv 

/ ^v, of which is formed of a 

included in one or more groups each of 

plurality of shops can/ffer; and 

authentication means for authenticating the 
operations of a cer/ain administrator, and 

a second information processing apparatus comprasrng 
accounting information management means for managing the 



accounting information of a service which each gr/oup can 
offer, stored in said accounting information storage means, 
according to the authentication result of said/ 
authentication means. / 

39. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein said accounting information storage means 
stores the accounting information of a/ service which a shop 
included in the one or more groups cam offer, and the 
accounting information of one or mo/e products constituting 
the service. 

40. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein said accounting information storage means 
stores the accounting information of a service which a shop 
included in the one or mor^ groups can offer, and the 
accounting information ur/ique to each shop of the service. 

41. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein said accounting information management 
means manages the accounting information of a service which 
all shops included in each group can offer, and the 
accounting information of one or more products constituting 
the service. / 
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42. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein said accounting information management 
means corrects and deletes a service which each group can 
offer, and registers the accounting information of a service 
newly offered by the group. / 

43. An information processing sysiem according to 
Claim 38, wherein said authentication/means authenticates 
the operations of the certain admini/strator and allows only 
the certain administrator to manage the accounting 
information of the service. / ^ 



44. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein said authentication means allows a group 
administrator who manages l/he accounting information of a 
service which a certain group can offer, or the 
administrator of a certafin shop included in each group who 
manages the accounting/ information of a service which the 
shop can offer to manage the accounting information of the 
service. / 

45. An information processing system according to 
Claim 44, wherrfin the administrator of the shop can set the 
accounting information unique to the shop of a service which 
a certain group can offer, within a range allowed by the 




group administrator . 



/ 



46. An information processing system according to 
Claim 45, wherein said second information /processing 
apparatus reports the management performed by the group 
administrator to the administrator of a shop included in the 
group which the group administrator rt/anages. 

47. An information processing system according to 
Claim 45, wherein said second information processing 
apparatus reports the management performed by the shop 
administrator to the administrator of the group to which the 
shop which the shop administrate^ manages belongs. 



48. An information yrocessing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein the accounting information of the service 
is formed of a basic charge and an amount charge. 

49. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein the accounting information of the service 
varies according /to a period or an amount to be processed. 




50. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, whferein a shop included in the group can offer a 
service other than a service which all shops included in the 



group can offer. 



51. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein the service makes one or more prints of a 
certain image. / 

52. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein said information processing system 
includes a local area network or the Ivit&^TTe^. 

I 

53. An information processing /system according to 
Claim 38, wherein said first information processing 
apparatus further comprises charg4 calculation means for 
calculating the charge of a certain service according to the 
service accounting information/ stored in said accounting 
information storage means. / 

54. An information processing system according to 
Claim 38, wherein, when the accounting information unique to 
a shop included in the /group is set, said charge calculation 
means gives priority tto the accounting information unique to 
the shop over the accounting information of a service which 
the group can offey. 



55. An information processing apparatus comprising: 
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accounting information storage means for storing the 
accounting information of a service which all shops included 
in one or more groups each of which is formed ojt a plurality 
of shops can offer; and 

authentication means for authenticating/the user who 
operates the accounting information of a service which each 
group can offer, stored in said accountii^g information 
storage means. 

56. An information processing apparatus comprising: 
accounting information management means for managing 
the accounting information of a s/rvice which a certain 
group can offer; and 

control means for controll/ing /such that the accounting 
information of the service, updated by the use of said 
accounting information management means is stored in an 
external unit according to/the authentication result of the 
user who operates said accounting information management 
means . 




57. An information processing method comprising the 
steps of: 

storing the Recounting information of a service which 
all shops included in one or more groups each of which is 
formed of a plurality of shops can offer; 
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authenticating the operations of a certa/n 
administrator; and 

managing the accounting information 6t a service which 
each group can offer, according to the /authentication result, 
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58. A computer readable memory stpxing a program, the 
program comprising the steps of: ^ 

storing the accounting information of a service which 
all shops included in one or Aore groups each of which is 
formed of a plurality of shops can offer; 

authenticating the operations of a certain 
administrator; and 

managing the accounting information of a service which 
each group can offer/, according to the authentication result. 




